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Synopsis

Groundbreaking exploration of the philosophy underpinning Western humanitarian interventionThe
principle of the & celesser evila «a "the acceptability of pursuing one exceptional course of action in
order to prevent a greater injusticead "has long been a cornerstone of Western ethical philosophy.
From its roots in classical ethics and Christian theology, to Hannah Arendta ™s exploration of the
work of the Jewish Councils during the Nazi regime, Weizman explores its development in three key
transformations of the problem: the defining intervention of MA©decins Sans FrontiA'res in
mid-1980s Ethiopia; the separation wall in Israel-Palestine; and international and human rights law
in Bosnia, Gaza and Iraq. Drawing on a wealth of new research, Weizman charts the latest
manifestation of this age-old idea. In doing so he shows how military and political intervention
acquired a new & cehumanitariana « acceptability and legality in the late twentieth and early

twenty-first centuries.
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Customer Reviews

Weizman'’s criticism of humanitarianism is indispensable, even if he leaves open what should
replace it. Since deploying violence in the name of compassion has become a central feature of
global politics, Weizman’s tour of the dark places humanitarianism can lead is alarming and

provocative. 4 "Samuel Moyn

a ceEyal Weizmana ™s work has become an indispensable source of both insight and guidance in



these difficult times. He understands the evolving dynamics of war and sovereignty better than
anyone.a «a "Paul Gilroy, Professor of Social History, London School of Economicséa ceThis is a
wonderful book, written with clarity, precision, and passion. It takes the reader into the heart of
contemporary necro-politics and calculations of a “lesser evilsda ™ by powerful states and their
humanitarian accomplices. Deeply learned and informative on every page, this is essential reading
for anyone who cares about contemporary conditions of warfare and state-controlled violence;
about the spatial practices that reinforce and regulate systemic forms of violence, such as the
calculation of minimal requirements for human survival. In the spirit of Doctors Without Borders,
Weizman is an architect without borders, at home in political philosophy, military history, just war
theory, and the spatial systems of controlled, calculated violence that constitute Israela “Palestine,
and much of the world today.a -4 "W. J. T. Mitchell, Professor of English and Art History, University
of Chicagoé ceOriginality, ingenuity, and brilliance do not even begin to do justice to this amazing
study, this architectural forensics of battle and human rights as pieced together from the study of the
ruin and the terrifying logic of a “the lesser evil.a ™ How astonishing to see our new world this new
way.a «a "Michael Taussig, Professor of Anthropology, Columbia Universitya ceWeizman continues
to offer daring social and political commentary, questioning taken-for-granted structures and

processes that perpetuate oppression and violence.a «a "Legacy Russell, BOMB Magazine

Speaks to much of what ails politics (or rather lack thereof) throughout the world today. Exposes the
Panglossian side of "just war theory" and the dangers of "665" thinking. A must read (especially for

Americans) in an era of lesser evilism.

This book showed ways how atrocities are able to be committed while minimizing the public
scrutiny. It shows how people can be okay with killing others. A must read for citizens in a country

constantly at war.

Smart and essential reading. A wee bit curious about the footnote (minimal), but an important read

nevertheless.
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